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In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

John McCrae

If any question why we died
Tell them that our fathers lied.

Rudyard Kipling
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Lying deceives. Hiding the truth destroys.

The Secret Message_Text_Paupers  22/08/2013  17:54  Page 8



CONTENTS

The Click of a Mouse
Seeing Double
Our Story
Secret Meetings
The Great War
The Trenches
No Man’s Land
The Wait
Sam’s Discovery
Frederick Ovel’s Final Note

Appendix 1: The Moon Alphabet
Appendix 2: Hidden Truths and Lies
Author’s Note
A Final Thought
Secrets of the Moon

11
17
22
38
44
53
59
67
80
91

99
100
104
106
110

9

The Secret Message_Text_Paupers  22/08/2013  17:54  Page 9



The difference between a lie and a story is that a lie

tries to hide the truth while a story tries to find it.
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THE CLICK OF A MOUSE

I never knew it was there. Every night the secret

was just above my head, in the darkness. I had no

idea … never in my wildest dreams. Then

something struck in the middle of the night that

changed everything.

Since we moved house three years ago when I

was eight, I didn’t have a clue what was up in the

loft. But a mystery that no one had discovered
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before was just over my bedroom. It was me who

eventually found it. It was me who finally worked

out the clues, cracked the code and solved the

riddle. It was me who uncovered the incredible

truth from 100 years ago. It was me who first saw

what it all means. You could say it was like double

vision. You’ll soon see why.

The question I’m dying to answer now is very

simple. Could anyone else work it out and unlock

the secret message? Can you? I’ll tell the whole

story and you can see for yourself. You might be

able to puzzle it out faster than I did – if you can

spot the signs. Keep a close lookout for the clues

as I tell you the story that stunned my dad, made

my mum cry and changed me forever.

I was woken in the middle of the night. A sudden

clattering noise filled my room for just a few

seconds. I sat up, blinking into total darkness.
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After a final click and clunk above my ceiling

there was only silence ... so I flopped back to

sleep.

I forgot all about that noise in the night until

next morning, when my little brother Ben

blurted, ‘Oh by the way, Mum – someone was up

in the roof last night. They were walking around

in the loft.’

We all stared at Ben as if he was mad, but then

it all came back to me. So I said, ‘Yeah, I

remember now – something woke me in the

night.’

‘In that case, Sam,’ Dad winked, ‘You can

come with me to investigate. But be warned … we

might find a dead body.’ He paused for dramatic

effect before adding with a smile, ‘I set

mousetraps up there a few days ago. Do you still

want to climb the ladder into that mousey world

of creepy cobwebs?’

I’d only been in the loft once, but I loved it up
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there. It wasn’t scary, just full of dusty clutter,

dark shapes and boxes covered with curtains. It

had strange smells and little piles of chewed

cardboard left by mice. It would be a great place

for a den. I followed my dad up the ladder and

poked my head into the cold, eerie world above

our bedrooms. I had to be careful where I trod,

because Dad said I mustn’t poke my foot through

to the bathroom.

A mousetrap above my bedroom had snapped

shut and the cheese had gone. The mouse that

woke me in the night had a lucky escape. I lifted

a sheet beside another trap and uncovered a stack

of cases. It was there I saw a small, brown leather

case that looked very old and unusual.

‘What’s this?’ I asked Dad.

‘That belonged to your great great grandfather.

Do you remember my Grandad Peter? He left me

that case, which was his father’s. I’ve never looked

inside as it’s locked and I don’t have the key.
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Apparently it’s got stuff about the First World

War in it, so I don’t think it will interest you.’

‘Can I bring it down so we can have a look?’ I

asked. ‘We’re learning a bit about the war at

school.’

He let me carry the little case downstairs where

he looked at it carefully.

‘I’m afraid I’ll have to get some tools on this so

we can open it up,’ Dad said.

He then went to a drawer and, after a lot of

searching, he found an old photograph and put

it in my hand. ‘This was the owner of that case.

Meet your great great grandad. You’re in for a

shock, Sam.’

I stared at the face of a boy standing in a

cornfield. He was dressed very smartly in an old-

fashioned school uniform with an unusual collar.

On the back of the photo there was faded writing

in pencil: GH 1911. But it was the boy’s face I

couldn’t stop staring at. It was just like I was
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looking in a mirror. If I hadn’t known otherwise,

I would have sworn it was me.
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